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U.S. RESTRICTS TRAVEL 


E rump halts most passenger flights from Europe for 30 days 


W World Health Organization calls coronavirus global pandemic 


E Markets sink again, with Dow 20% below last month’s record 


DEMOCRATS, 
WHITE HOUSE 
SEEK ACCORD 
ON ECONOMIC 
RELIEF BILL 


BY SHERYL GAY STOLBERG, 
JIM TANKERSLEY 
& ALAN RAPPEPORT 


WASHINGTON 

The White House and Demo- 
crats rushed Wednesday to reach 
agreement on emergency legisla- 
tion to provide a first tranche of 
economic assistance to help 
Americans cope with the fast- 
moving coronavirus pandemic, 
with the hope of sending it to 
President Donald Trump for his 
signature by the end of the week. 

With the White House and 
Democrats divided over what a 
broader economic stimulus pack- 
age should look like, the two 
parties were trying to coalesce 
around the idea of a narrower 
short-term bill focusing on paid 
leave, enhanced unemployment 
insurance, food assistance and 
help for small businesses. 

That would defer what is likely 
to be a much more contentious 
discussion over other economic 
measures, such as tax cuts and 
rescue plans for affected indus- 
tries, until after Congress returns 
from a weeklong recess. 

Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin, testifying on Capitol 
Hill, said he had been in “round- 
the-clock” discussions with 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D- 
San Francisco, and Sen. Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., the majority 
leader, and hoped to reach agree- 
ment within 48 hours on a relief 
package. 

In the Capitol, both Demo- 
crats and Republicans clearly felt 
a sense of urgency as lawmakers 
plan to leave Washington today. 
Rep. Steny Hoyer of Maryland, 
the No. 2 Democrat, said the 
House would vote today on its 
plan, which includes enhanced 
unemployment insurance, a 
sweeping national paid sick leave 
program and food assistance, ac- 
cording to asummary circulated 
by leaders Wednesday. 

Should the White House agree 
to the package, McConnell would 
most likely bring it up for an im- 
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DOUG MILLS POOL/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES 


President Donald Trump addresses the nation from the Oval Office about the widening novel 
coronavirus crisis. Trump announced restrictions on travel from Europe for 30 days. 


SURVEY: SAN DIEGANS UNSURE WHAT 
TO BELIEVE ABOUT VIRUS OUTBREAK 


Trump, Newsom, media 
get low marks for telling 
truth during pandemic 


BY JOHN WILKENS 


The coronavirus outbreak con- 
cerns a majority of San Diegans, 
yet they are doubtful government 
leaders and the media are telling 
them the truth about it, a new poll 
shows. 

They believe federal, state and 
local health officials have respond- 
ed appropriately to the pandemic, 
but they view President Donald 
Trump’s actions as driven largely 
by adesire to get re-elected. 

And some respondents have 
begun altering their daily lives, 


with 30 percent avoiding shaking 
hands and more than 20 percent 
not only deciding to stay away 
from large public gatherings but 
saying they “no longer prefer to 
leave the house.” Smaller num- 
bers are buying more hand-sani- 
tizing and cleaning products or 
canceling trips. 

The SurveyUSA poll, done for 
the Union-Tribune and 10News, 
queried 500 adults on Monday and 
Tuesday to get a sense of how resi- 
dents are coping with the spread 
of a novel virus that has infected 
more than 124,000 people world- 
wide, killing at least 4,575. There 
has been one confirmed case in 
San Diego County, a woman in her 
50s who apparently picked it up 
while traveling and is being 
treated at a local hospital. 


More than 60 percent of poll re- 
spondents said they are “ex- 
tremely” or “somewhat” con- 
cerned about the virus. Men were 
as likely as women to be among the 
23 percent who are most con- 
cerned, and there wasn’t much dif- 
ference by age group, either, ex- 
cept for those 65 and older — sur- 
prising because that demographic 
is particularly vulnerable to the 
virus. Just 11 percent reported be- 
ing “extremely” concerned, and 50 
percent “somewhat” concerned. 

Twenty-five percent of all re- 
spondents reported being “not 
very” or “not at all concerned,” 
with more women than men and 
those older than 50 most likely to 
feel that way. 

The poll showed widespread 
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E NBA suspends season; NCAA bans fans from tournaments 


BY PETER BAKER 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump on 
Wednesday night suspended most 
travel from continental Europe to 
the United States and vowed emer- 
gency aid to workers and small busi- 
nesses as the World Health Organi- 
zation declared the coronavirus a 
global pandemic, stock markets 
plunged further and millions of peo- 
ple cut themselves off from their 
regular lives. 

In a prime-time address from 
the Oval Office, Trump outlined a 
series of measures intended to 
tackle the virus and its economic ef- 
fect as he sought to reassure Ameri- 
cans that he was taking the crisis se- 
riously after previously playing 
down the scope of the outbreak. He 
said he would take unilateral action 
to halt most air travel from Europe 
other than Britain for 30 days and 
asked Congress to support mea- 
sures like a payroll tax cut. 

Although Trump read from a 
prepared script, he incorrectly de- 
scribed his own policy. The presi- 
dent said that the travel restriction 
from Europe would apply to cargo 
and trade as wellas passengers. But 
the text of the order, later released 
by the White House, states that the 
ban would not include cargo, allow- 
ing for continued trade between the 
continents to maintain the free flow 
of commerce. 

Homeland Security officials lat- 
er clarified that the ban, which goes 
into effect Friday at midnight, 
would apply only to most foreign 
nationals who have been in the 26- 
nation Schengen area of Europe in 
the 14 days before their scheduled 
arrival in the United States. The 
Schengen countries, which do not 
restrict travel among each other, in- 
clude Germany, France, Italy and 
Spain. 

The officials added that the re- 
strictions do not apply to U.S. citi- 
zens, green card holders or the fam- 
ilies of U.S. citizens, further clari- 
fying Trump’s remarks. U.K. citi- 
zens are also exempt. 

“The virus will not have chance 
against us,” Trump declared in his 
10-minute speech. “No nation is 
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CORONAVIRUS IMPACTS 
CONTINUE TO MOUNT 

I c1- Bear market mauls Dow as 
fears intensify. 

BD D1 - NBA suspends season; virus 
takes toll on college basketball. 

BD A8 - Cruise ship evacuees arrive 
at Marine Corps Air Station Miramar. 


HUNTER SEEKING HOME 
CONFINEMENT, NOT PRISON 


BY MORGAN COOK 
& JEFF MCDONALD 


Attorneys for former Rep. 
Duncan D. Hunter said he 
should serve any sentence he 
receives next week in his home, 
rather than in a federal prison. 

Hunter, who fought a 60- 
count indictment for 18 
months before pleading guilty 
to aconspiracy charge late last 
year, should be given home 
confinement because he’s a 
first-time offender and a mili- 
tary veteran, his attorneys ar- 
gued in a new court filing late 
Tuesday. 

The nearly six-term Repub- 
lican congressman, who with 
his wife and former campaign 
manager, Margaret, was ac- 
cused in a sweeping 2018 in- 
dictment of misusing more 
than $250,000 in campaign 
contributions, faces sentenc- 


ing before U.S. District Court 
Judge Thomas J. Whelan on 
Tuesday. 

Both Hunters pleaded 
guilty to a single conspiracy 
count in separate plea agree- 
ments last year. Each faces up 
to five years in prison, though 
they are expected to receive 
much less time behind bars 
based on recommendations in 
their plea deals. 

In a 58-page sentencing 
memorandum made public 
Wednesday, defense attorney 
Devin Burstein said Hunter 
had served his country with 
honor, courage and distinction 
in the U.S. Marine Corps and 
had owned up to his crimes by 
pleading guilty in December. 

“Accordingly, Congress- 
man Hunter respectfully re- 
quests a mid-range sentence of 
11 months to be served in home 
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NIGHT + DAY 


AFTER THE DARKNESS 


Grace Potter, a happily remarried first-time mom, on 
love and weathering a divorce and band breakup. ND6 


THEATRE 


C 


MARCH 11 - MAY 2 


T | 


i | 
| | . 


Winner of six Tony Award 


les aves |) 


INSIDE 


WEINSTEIN 
SENTENCED 
TO 23 YEARS 


Harvey Weinstein, the 
movie producer who domi- 
nated Hollywood for decades, 
is sentenced to 23 years in 
prison for sex crimes, as the six 
women who had testified 
against him watch from the 
courtrooms front row, holding 
one another, some in tears. A9 


COURT ALLOWS ‘REMAIN IN 
MEXICO’ FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS 


BY ADAM LIPTAK 
& ZOLAN KANNO-YOUNGS 


WASHINGTON 

The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday allowed the Trump ad- 
ministration to maintain a pro- 
gram that has forced about 60,000 
asylum seekers to wait in Mexico 
while their requests are heard. An 
appeals court had blocked the pro- 
gram, saying it was at odds with 
both federal law and international 
treaties and was causing “extreme 
and irreversible harm.” 

The Supreme Court’s order was 
brief and unsigned, and it gave no 
reasons for staying the appeals 
court’s ruling while the case moved 
forward. Justice Sonia Sotomayor 
wrote that she would have denied 
the administration’s request for a 
stay. 

The ruling, from the 9th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals in San 
Francisco, applied to the two bor- 


der states within its jurisdiction, 
California and Arizona, and was to 
take effect today. 

Judy Rabinovitz, a lawyer with 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union, which represents people 
and groups challenging the pro- 
gram, expressed dismay at the 
Supreme Court’s temporary ac- 
tion but said she hoped the justices 
would strike the program down in 
the end. 

“The court ofappeals unequivo- 
cally declared this policy to be il- 
legal,” Rabinovitz said in a state- 
ment. “The Supreme Court should 
as well. Asylum-seekers face grave 
danger and irreversible harm every 
day this depraved policy remains 
in effect.” 

The Justice Department said 
the Supreme Court’s decision to al- 
lowthe administration to maintain 
the program, known formally as 
Migrant Protection Protocols, was 
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